THE  WORLD  SOUL
must go with me the way I travelled. Therefore I ask his patience. It is worth his while.
The first essential for arriving anywhere is wanting to arrive, the dissatisfaction with things as they are, the determination to find out what they should be and may be if we make them so. The first essential for knowing is the wish to know.
All children are born into the world with this desire, this instinctive emotional necessity for knowing.
You that are fond of children, you that have children of your own, have you never noticed this ? You have all been children once, what do you remember of yourselves then ? Was it not the desire to find out the truth of things ?
The first quality of a child's mind is desire for knowledge. It sees a great number of things happening and it wants to know why. It is always asking questions. The world seems to it a very beautiful and strange place, and it wants to know all about it. It thinks it was sent into the world to find out about it, and it is right. Moreover, it has some instinctive knowledge whether the answers it gets are true or not. It has some criterion within it of what is true. It has no prejudices. It does not have any beliefs. Its eyes are quite clear, and it wants to know the truth about everything. If you want to make a child love you, explain the meaning of things to it as
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